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9 May 1956

BLOC BQUIPMENT FAILURES IN EGYPT

1. Egyptian difficulties with Bloc aircraft, tsaks and equipment--

are primarily chargeable to main-

tenance, rather than any general qualitative deficiency in the materiel

being supplied by the Bloc.

2. Egyptian Air Porce officers profess to be éntirely satisfied

with the Bloc aireraft and claim that plentiful spare parts have ac-

companied the MIG-15s., Although tight Egyptian security measures have

preventsd our confirmetion of these reported crashes, we have recelved

the following:

.

Air Attache

at the end of February that six MIG-15¢ had crashed up to that

time.

b, A report in early Nay

by our

Naval Attache in Cairo

claimed that 9 MiIGs

had crashed at Cairo's Almaza airfield, and 3 or 4 more in the

desert, because of poor maintenance and pilot error.
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d. Ia this connection, the bulk of evidence indicates that

Bloc deliveries to the Bgyptians consisted of new, late-model

RIG-15 adircraft, from factory in Cmechoslovakia

which s8till producee such aircraft.
3. In addition to these reported crashes, the Egyptians are also
8aid to be experiencing difficulty with IL-28 radar bombing equipment.

our Air Attache iu Cairo claims that dif-

fileulty in target identification by radar recently resulted in bombs
ﬁrogying aangerously close to an Lgyptian rocket-testing installation,
3} wi. away from the bombing range south of Cairo,

4. Egyptian Army officials made claims similar to their Air
Colleagues--that,is, that there are no difficulties in operating and
maintxining Bloc ground equipment, However, we have proof that this

official claim is not completely accurate:

5. An above-average number of mecidents and breakdowns is to be
sxpected during the hasty Egyptian assimilation of large quantities of'
Bloc equipment, particularly in view of limited Egyptian experience,.

Limited Egyptian logistical capabilities and maintenance standards .
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may wall result in an inoreasing rate of attrition with the Ms;gw
ef time. Any serious Bgyptian difficulty with Bloc equipuent probably
will be blamed on the supplier, regardless of the fundsmental cause,
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